TRADITIONALBHUTANESE WEDDING CEREMONY

UPclated 22 Mag 2019



Dcm Lhakhang at Faro Dzong

Faro Dzomg is also known as Kinpung Dzong, which means “the fortress of a heap oxC;jeweIs”. [t is one of
PBhutan’s most impressive and well-known clzongs. [t is one of the finest examp]es of Phutanese
architecture. | he inward~sloping walls forms a massive structure that towers over the town and it is visible as
a great white monolith from vantage Points throughout the va”eg‘ [tis located on the hill to the left bank of
Fa Chhu overlool(iﬂg the broad va“ey. The azong now serves as a central monastic and administrative seat
of the Province/c{istrict of Faro. |t was built to defend the Faro va”63 from the Tibetaﬂ invasion. Dem
Lhakhang at Faro Dzong where the Lhabsang and Thrise] ceremony will haPPen is in the main “Utse” or

the central tower of Faro Dzong which is off limit to tourists as it is the most sacred ’cemple in Faro Dzong.




K hadhar
Tlﬁc Groom will arrive before the bride at the Dzor\g Bridc will follow 10 minutes after the groom and will
cxchangc the traditional white scarves or ‘khadhar at the temple entrance. | he white colour scarf is

symbo]ic of the Puritg of heart of the giver. T he scarves feature symbo]s of the Buddhist eight lucky signs,

which are meant to bring good For’cune, wealth and lﬁaPPincss to the receiver.

_habsang

Before you arrive at the temple, the wcclding ritual will a!reaclg have bcgun with an carlg morning, /ﬁa[)&an‘g: a
sPirituai c!eansing Pchormed bg monks as an ogering to the local deities. ] he Phutanese believe that on]g
if the deities are at peace, will we have their b‘essing Forgooc} health, wealth and a long life togctl'uer.

Thrisel

On arrival, a T hrisel ceremony will be PerFormec{ bg the monks under the guiclance of areveredlama. T his

is a b!essing Per‘Formed with }1019 water that cleanses the mind, sPiri’c and bodg from the defilements of the
ego.




Kyichu Lhalchang

The ausPicious Kgichu Lhau‘uang is one of the oldest and most sacred temPles in the Kingclom, dating
back to when the seeds of Buddhism were sown in Bhutan. Kgichu is believed to be one of 108 temPles

built in a single dag }33 the Tibetan King Songtsen GamPo in order to subdue a demon lying across Tibet
and Bhutan.

Karmc

After comp]eting the Lhabsang and | hrisel cermeony at Dem Lhakhang, you will drive to the kilwgdom’s
oldest and the most sacred tcmple of Kgiclﬂu Hﬂauﬂang where you will ligl’mt a series of butter ]amps to
increase your merit and to offer light to your own deities. The butter lamP or karme represents the

dispc”ing of darkness and ignorancc and bringing of wisdom and compassion to your lives.



Amankora

Chipdrcl

As you arrive the final bend at Amankora, a ceremonial Procession will be waiting to escort the wedding

entourage to Amankora in a traditional CHPclrel Procession to welcome the bride and groom back home at

Amani(ora.

Marchang
T he bride and groom will be received an the Amankora arrival Pla’mcorm where the Marc}ﬂang ceremony will

take P]ace. Marchang is a traditional alcohol oF]Cering ceremony to welcome the bride and groom back home

in Amankora.




Z_hugdrcl icnsum Tshogpa

This is followed }DH the Zﬁuga’re/ﬁﬁensum Ts/mgpa which is Per‘Formecl in the honour of the unifier of the
Kingclom of Bhutan, Zhabdrung Ngawang Namggel. This ceremony originated when the Zhabclrung first
arrived in Funakha \/a“eg in16%7 and hosted a meal consisting of a ]arge varictg of food and fruits. During
the mcal, sPecial prayers dedicated to the Zhabdrung’s SPiritual lineage were recited. Fo”owing this
auspicious claﬁ, Zlﬁugdrcl is celebrated }33 consuming, and oﬁccring different food and drinks to your
guarclian deities for blessings and Prosperitg.

Changphoed

The ceremony will then be followed ]33 a c/mngp/)ocaf a ritual in which ara (the local wine) is blessed and
offered to the deities. | he ara, served in a traditional wooden p/?c)[? (cup) is shared between the bride and
groom to sgmboiizc the faith and commitment you are making to each other. T his will be followed bﬂ sharing

of b]essed mi”< from a P}nob from tl‘ve a]tar room for the same reason as the ara.

TSCPamCy Choko

Tscpamcy choko, Pemcormecl in honour to Tsepamey, the (God of Iongcvitg, is the next part of the wedcﬂing
ceremony. This is an elaborate ritual where you will both be blessed bg the fama (head monk) for a long and
healt}wy marriage and life togcthcr.
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K hadhar

A)cter the Zhugclre] Fhensum Tshogpa ceremony, O)Cmcering khadhar <5carvcs> to the new]gwecls will follow.
The scarves feature sgmbo]s of the Budc”ﬁist cight lucky signs, which are meant to bring good fortune,

wealth and happiness to the receiver.

Tl‘nc bride and groom will retire to their room for few minutes to freshen up while the guests Proceed to the

ring exchangc venue.



Forest chding

Exchange of Ring

Ring exchange ceremony will take Place in the Pine forest in the Amankora lodge Premise on returning from

the temPle. A monk will Presiclc the ceremony of a 2 minute prayer session before the ring exchange.

Ring excl—xange will be concluded with caking cutting




Wecl&ing Lunch

Lunch will be served after the ring exchange ceremony and the cake cutting,. Weather Permitting, Lunch will

be served outside Amankora dining room and inside the dining room if it rains.




Wed&ing Dinner

Dinner will be Prccec{ec{ by Traclitiona] dances with bonfire and drinks at the amankora arrival Plahcorm
where dinner will be set up. Tracli’ciona] Dances will be for about 40 minutes before the dinner with drinks
and bonfire

Dinner will be served on the Amankora arrival plat?orm setup in a traditional B}wutanese tent lit up with

coloured lights, (Chinese lanterns and bonfire.
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